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Grandma's Apron  

         (author unknown) 

I don't think our kids know what an apron is. 

The principal use of Grandma's apron was to 

protect the dress underneath, because she only 

had a few, it was easier to wash aprons than 

dresses and they used less material, but along 

with that, it served as a potholder for removing 

hot pans from the oven. 

It was wonderful for drying children's tears, and 

on occasion was even used for cleaning out 

dirty ears… 

From the chicken coop, the apron was used for 

carrying eggs, fussy chicks, and sometimes half

-hatched eggs to be finished in the warming 

oven. 

When company came, those aprons were ideal 

hiding places for shy kids. 

And when the weather was cold grandma 

wrapped it around her arms. 

Those big old aprons wiped many a perspiring 

brow, bent over the hot wood stove. 

Chips and kindling wood were brought into the kitchen in that apron. 

From the garden, it carried all sorts of vegetables. 

After the peas had been shelled, it carried out the hulls. 

In the fall, the apron was used to bring in apples that had fallen from the 

trees. 

When unexpected company drove up the road, it was surprising how much 

furniture that old apron could dust in a matter of seconds. 

When dinner was ready, Grandma walked out onto the porch, waved her 

apron, and the men-folk knew it was time to come in from the fields to din-

ner. 
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The Twelve Apostles 

Article by  Paula Lowther McGrew 

 

Paula Lowther McGrew is a retired librarian, and she spent nearly 30 years Collecting-Organizing-

Preserving and Sharing information and resources for students of all ages. From 2001-2017 she worked 

at her alma mater, West Virginia Wesleyan College, from 2007-2017 as the Director of Library Services. 

Since her retirement, she has focused her efforts on collecting the stories and the history of WVWC, Or-

ganizing and Preserving them on digital platforms Pages In Time (http://cdm16111.contentdm.oclc.org/

cdm/) and Internet Archive (www.archive.org/details/westvirginiawesleyan). Mainly she is spending time on sharing them by creating an 

online encyclopedia and blog called DreamersAndGiants.com (https://DreamersAndGiants.com) which celebrates the stories of people 

related to the college. 

She is a descendent of many in the Upshur and Lewis County area, and a member of HCPD. Her parents, Dewayne and Mary Lowther 

have been supportive members of HCPD since 2012. 

 They’ve seen it all for more than half a century.  

The Twelve Apostles standing guard at the back of the sanctuary in Wesley Chapel have been silent witnesses to the life of 

the West Virginia Wesleyan Community year after year. 

Students have come and gone. They have made beautiful music in Wesley Chapel, won many awards, and shown great en-

thusiasm for events like Spring Sing. They have been challenged by powerful speakers and celebrated the Christmas Season 

with Lessons and Carols. 

Faculty have come and gone. They have marched in procession for countless convocation. They have given speeches and 

led prayers. 

The Alma Mater and My Home Among the Hills have been sung with great gusto hundreds of times. The Orange Line Poem 

has been read as alumni have come back to celebrate their time at Wesleyan. The apostles have been listening.  

And the Apostles have been there for all of it. 

Carved from chestnut wood by Upshur County artist, Wolfgang Flor, these Silent Sentinels are full of meaning and personal-

ity. And yet, many have never noticed them or taken time to read the deep thoughts of Wolfgang Flor. 

Wolfgang Flor was 38 years old when he was commissioned by West Virginia Wesleyan College to carve the apostles. 

A native of Silesia, who escaped from Nazi Germany during World War II, Flor settled in rural Upshur County with his family. 

When given this huge task, he studied several books about the apostles and also consulted with Dr. Sidney T. Davis (Class of 

1936 and The Dean of the Chapel) to find out more about the personalities and histories of each of the twelve. The words in-

cluded with these photos are those of Wolfgang Flor. 

To see pictures and description of the carved apostles please go to this link  https://dreamersandgiants.com/2018/09/ 

Woflgang Flor died on December 2, 2017. But, his work lives on. Although he is a very well-known artist beyond West Virginia 

Wesleyan, his work has a very special place on our campus. He captured not only the apostles, but the very nature of what 

the college values. 

Toward the end of his life, a new piece was placed at the front of the sanctuary. It is the Family Tree. He told President Pam-

ela Balch that it felt like closure for him to know that his work would go on living in Wesley Chapel. 



 

Weston Downtown Historic District 

Most of the buildings in Weston downtown was erected during the period of 1875-1920.  Fires of the 1870’s led to the adoption of a fire and 

safety and building code by 1889.  The code required all buildings within a certain area to be of brick, resulting in a downtown which is visu-

ally uniform and architecturally designed.  A notable building with the 1930 Art Deco design is the Citizen’s Bank.  Metal details on the inte-

rior and exterior are the work of master iron craftsman Samuel Yellin of Philadelphia.   

      Art Deco current Citizen Bank                      1st Citizen bank building (still standing) open in 1892 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Built in 1927-1930               

                       Corner of Bank Street and Main Ave. 

 

 

The Warren house at 454 Main was built circa 1839 and is now the oldest building in Weston.  If you would be inter-

ested in the history of these landmarks the library does have pictures and historical records of them. The Oliver Let-

ters book  and Yesteryears are a couple books we sell that have historical information and facts about the historical 

buildings. 

This is a 2 story L shaped Queen Ann style house with gable wing on rear. Front porch and gingerbread were added 

c. 1898. The house was built approximately  when Weston was only 20 yrs. Old. It was built by the Rev. John Talbott.  Check with the library 

for more history and interesting facts about the home. 

 

This residence on Center Ave. still stands today. In the left wing of this beauti-

ful home was a branch of the Exchange Bank of Virginia, the first bank in Wes-

ton and only the fifth in western Virginia from 1853-1875.  The banks cashier, 

Robert J. McCandlish, lived in the upstairs quarters. During the Civil War, fed-

eral troops took money from the bank meant to be used to pay construction 

workers building the state hospital. ( This info comes from the book Images of 

America, Lewis County, the book is sold in our library) 

 

 

 

 



The Louis Bennett Public Library 

The Louis Bennet Public Library distributed these brochures to the citizens of Lewis County.  I found it very interesting and thought I would 

share.  Please visit and support the Louis Bennett Public library the next time you are in Weston. 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



These interesting articles about The Grange came from Yesteryears Vol .VIII page 209 and page 252.  We sell Vol. 
1-Vol 11 of The Yesteryears.  They are full of interesting stories and facts from by gone days of the area.  The Yes-
teryears,  by Bill Adler, ran in the 1980’s Weston Democrat .  We also have a Grange Lewis County   “Orion” col-
lection in the library. 

The Grange 

You will find this information very interesting and you may find your ancestors were members of the Grange.  
Lewis County’s  subordinate Grange organization was called “Orion”. Gilmer county was “Friendship” and  
Harrison County was “Brown”. 

Articles dating to the late 1800’s to 1900’s. 



This is a scan from an original page of the “Orion” Granger 
ledger . The meeting was held in 1910.  Do recognize any of 
your ancestors names? 

 



Found this old puzzle in some old papers in the library.  Think you know the answers?  Let me give you 

some help to get you started.  The First one is the word SAND in a box,  Sooooooo! Don’t you think it would 

be sandbox ?  Don’t cheat! Find the answers on the next pages. 

 

 



 

This is good to know for after the holidays when you want to lose a few pounds. 

Hourly calorie consumption of genealogical activities 

Beating around the bush 75 

Jumping to conclusions 100 

Climbing the walls  150 

Passing the buck    25 

Dragging your heels  100 

Bending over backward             75 

Running around in circles          350 

Quoted in The Family Tree, Odom Library, from the Genealogy Unlimited Society in GA. 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

Walk down memory lane!! 

 



Merry Christmas!! 

This is a list of some interesting and free websites for you to research.  Hopeful you can find some genealogy help through 

them. 

www.castlegarden.org   US arrivals through the port of New York from 1820 through 1892 before Ellis Island opened came 

here, and now you can search all 11 million for free. 

www.libertyellisfoundation.org  The Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island Foundation now hosts 51 million passenger records of 

arrivals from Ellis Island from 1892 through 1957 

www.glorecords.blm.gov  US department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office Records   You 

can start looking for your ancestors federal land records by searching more than 5 million land patents dating from 1788. 

www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm  Civil War Soldiers & Sailors Database. The best place to start 

researching your Union or Confederate ancestors, this database delivers the basics on more than 6 million soldiers from both 

sides, plus 18,000 African-American sailors, all hailing from 44 US states and territories. 

<loc.gov> Library of Congress  Check the online catalog to pretty much everything in print, then explore digital collections of 

maps.  See all digitized collections at <loc.gov/collections> 

<lisalouisecooke.com> Genealogy Gems This lady has a very interesting site, home to 200 plus podcasts, blog and YouTube 

station. 

www.davidrumsey.com  David Rumsey Map Collection: View the 85,000 plus historical maps multiple ways, including Google 

Earth, making it easy to see how yesterday’s places relate to today’s.  

www.youtube.com  YouTube  Yes, you can find family history TV shows, ancestry experts and more are in the quarter million 

videos that pop up when you search for genealogy. 

*******************************************************Puzzle Answers******************************************************************** 

1. sand box                14. pair of dice 

2. Man overboard              15. touchdown 

3. I understand               16. 6’ under ground 

4. Read between the lines            17. mind over matter 

5. Long underwear              18. he’s beside himself 

6. 3 degrees below zero            19. backwards glance 

7. Downtown                20. life after death 

8. Tricycle                 21. GI overseas 

9. Split level                22. space program 

10. Cross roads               23. just between you and me 

11. Neon lights 

12. Circles under eyes 

13. High Chair 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New and Used Books for sale 

 

Please email hcpd@hackerscreek.com or call 304-269-7091 for more information.  If you are interested in 
any used book we only have 1 copy of each available, first come first serve.  Contact me and I will let you 
know total cost.  I have plenty copies of the new books. 

 

Used 

 

Pennsylvania German Immigrants 1709-1786   by Yoder 

Hardback used book 394 pages, in very good condition.  Only 1 available 

$30.00 plus tax & shipping 

 

Lewis County, WV Marriages 1881-1937 Wes Cochran   

Paperback book, excellent condition.  Only 1 available 

$20.00 plus tax & shipping 

 

We have many USED Lewis County obituary, marriage, census and cemetery books for sale.  Please call 304-269-7091 or 
email hcpd@hackerscreek.com with inquiries. These books are in good condition and going at ½ price of new book price. 

 

New Books 

 

Strange WV Monsters 

Paperback 192 pages, pictures and stories of WV legendary monsters. 

$16.99 plus tax & shipping 

 

Coal towns of WV, Vol 2 

History & Pictures of former Coal Towns (many now forgotten and gone) 

Paperback 264 pages. Full of pictures 

$9.95 plus tax & shipping 

 

Early Native Americans in WV 

This book explores some of the mountain states earliest inhabitants.  Full of history and pictures. 

Paperback 158 pages 

$21.99 plus tax & shipping 

 

Log Cabin Cooking 

Pioneer recipes and folk lore 

Paperback 64 pgs. 

$6.95 plus tax & shipping 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our li-

brary.  

HCPD 

45 Abbott’s Run Road 

Horner, WV 

(304) 269-7091 

hcpd@hackerscreek.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.hackerscreek.com 

 

 Membership is $40.00 year 

Donations can be made to HCPD by mail or through our website at  

www.hackerscreek.com 

We have many used items for sale along with used books available 

on our website. 

HCPD 

45 Abbott’s Run Rd 

Horner, WV  26372 

PLACE 
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HERE 

 


