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Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants Library in Horner, WV 

Merry Christmas from HCPD! 

Hacker's Creek Newsletter December  2021 

The HCPD Board met for their Christmas Party on December 10th.  

We had plenty of food, gift exchange and enjoyed visiting with 

each other.  The ladies above are: Doris Dean, president of the 

Board, Patty Lesondak, Executive Director and Irma Curtis, long 

time Board member and former librarian.  We all share birthdays in 

December and no not telling our ages!   

Love these ladies! 



 

 

 

Memories of Lake Riley 

Article from July 2020 The Exponent Telegram and Weston Democrat 



 



 

Beautiful plate that is on display in the library! 



 
1915 License to maintain an Automobile 

 

This is a scan of an actual paper  License to Maintain an Automobile from 1915.  

This was issued to Jane Lew Improvement of Jane Lew.   The license cost 

$10.00 and each license was issued a number and a record kept of who the li-

cense was issued to.  They were also issued two metal tags or plates with the 

same number and had to be  placed on the front and back of  vehicle. 



 

 



 

Which War? 



 



 



 

Interesting she was sent to John Hopkins and received no help and then basically 

told to put her in a mental hospital in Weston. The operation was preformed at the 

hospital and she made a full recovery! 

 

This story appeared in the March 1936 Weston Democrat. 



This article appeared in the October 1958 Weston Democrat. 

 



REVA WINEMILLER BENNETT 

Found this 4H scrapbook in some of our collection files.  I found it so interesting and wanted to share.  It was made when Reva was 

16 and in the Lewis County 4H club.  The rest of the scrapbook will be shared in the next newsletter.   

Una Reva Winemiller was born August 26, 1915 to Nicholas and Denna Maude Squires Winemiller of Weston, WV.  Married in 1936 

to Benson Bennett.  Death date was, July 29, 2008 and interment Masonic Cemetery in Des Moines, Iowa.   

Reva was a very interesting woman and we have her genealogy and pictures.  I love her personal stories.  She was our Joy De-

Fazio’s aunt. 



 



 
At Morgantown and who could be the head man but C.R. Under-

wood, our old Lewis County agent.  

TO BE CONTINUE in next newsletter 



 

West Virginia Governor Justice Recognizes the 

Captain Samuel Stalnaker Heritage Society 

(The Stalnaker Family Association)  

at the 2021 Annual Meeting and Reunion  

in Beverly, West Virginia 

 A Note from President-  

Barry Stalnaker 

During our 2021 Annual Meeting Lynn Phillips, a WV Governor’s Representative honored the Stal-

nakers for the endless efforts to preserve “our living history” in Beverly, West Virginia. 

For 56 years the Stalnakers have gathered in Randolph County, WV to share our family history.  They 

established the Stalnaker Family Association and adopted by-laws. They developed the family tree that 

goes back to the German Barons Samuel and Adam Stalnaker that arrived in Philadelphia, PA in 1727.  

They worked tirelessly to write the book entitled A Chronology of the Stalnaker Family in America that 

was published in 1982. In 1994 the Jacob Stalnaker cabin was given to the Stalnaker Family Associa-

tion by Worth Armentrout. Since 1994 the Stalnakers have worked together to move, restore, and main-

tain the Jacob Stalnaker Cabin. Every effort was taken to furnish the cabin with period correct items for 

all to see and touch. Many of the items are family pieces that are on loan to the cabin.  The complete 

story of the cabin and its content are available from the Heritage Library. They published a newsletter 

and developed a website to establish accurate family history for all to learn. They obtained the tax-

exempt status. The name of the Association was changed to the Captain Samuel Stalnaker Heritage 

Society recently to acknowledge all Stalnakers. They maintained the Old Stalnaker Cemetery and im-

proved the fencing. The new roster of the family members that are buried in the Old Stalnaker Cemetery 

was published and distributed  



to the 2021reunion attendees.  The cemetery contains individuals with the last names of Ball, 
Daniels and Stalnaker.  The unidentified burial sites are of man servants from Germany. They 

established the Heritage Library in 2017. 

 

 

 

President Barry Stalnaker, Lynn Phillips, VP Robert Stalnaker at the 2021 An-
nual Meeting and Reunion in Beverly, West Virginia 

 

Tribute to our Beloved Captain Samuel Stalnaker Heritage Society 

(Stalnaker Family Association) 

 President, William Paul (Bill) Stalnaker. 



 

Bill attended the organizational reunion in 1965 and was proud to have attended every reunion from 1965-

2020.  He attended 55 reunions.  Bill is best known as our auctioneer and photographer.  Bill cared deeply for 

the preservation of the history of the Stalnakers in America.  He served as our President for 10 years or VP 

most years.  He worked alongside each President while he kept the paperwork of the Association. He knew 

what each past President’s goals were for the preservation of our rich heritage. He was so very proud of the 

Barnwood Builders Season 6 Episode 6 “At the Crossroads” that featured the Jacob Stalnaker cabin. When he 

learned about the Southern Stalnakers, Bill was eager to get to know them and as supportive of the changing 

of the name to “The Captain Samuel Stalnaker Heritage Society” so all Stalnakers would be comfortable in 

the Association.  Since the official registration and tax-exempt status is the Stalnaker Family Association, we 

still need to use it first on your communications. This past year he worked to get the West Virginia Govern-

ment to acknowledge for what the Stalnakers have done and are continuing to do in Historic Beverly, West 

Virginia.  He encouraged the WV Governor Jim Justice to recognize the efforts of the Stalnaker to preserve 

the history of West Virginia.  He got the applications filed with the US Government Department of Military 

Affairs to provide the Headstones for Jacob JR and Valentine Stalnaker who served in the Revolutionary War 

with General George Washington. This was done just days before he passed.  Yes, he dreams are coming 

true!   

He wanted to be remembered for the preservation at the Old Stalnaker Cemetery, for fundraising (the annual 

auction), photographer, preservationist of things Stalnaker and the 501(c)(3) status. 

The celebration of his life was held during the Annual Business Meeting on Sunday, July 18th, 2021.   

At the 2019 Reunion Bill was presented with a special framed drawing of the Stalnaker Cabin by Richard 

(Brad) Stalnaker.  Bill expressed his sincere gratitude to Kevin Lloyd for the wonderful reunion in 2019.  

Kevin’s music brought tears to everyone’s eyes as he song a specially written song for the Reunion.   

In appreciation for all Bill’s volunteer work the Association gave Bill’s family a wind chime of that plays his 

favorite song “Amazing Grace”.  It was the last song that he sang to his family. 

Bill has left a special handcrafted token of his love for you in the Crosses and Hearts. 



 

Accomplishments of the Stalnaker Family Association over the past 55 years according to Bill 

Stalnaker’s Historian records  

Original Organizer, Odie Chapman is remembered for getting it all started with a family luncheon and discussion about our rich heri-

tage and for the Old Stalnaker Cemetery Burial Information. 

First President, Mrs. Paul (Winnifred) Scott is remembered for getting the Association organized. 

Past President, Earl (Rusty) Stalnaker is for the First By-laws getting registered with the State of West Virginia, securing the 1750 Map 

Preservation and the ceremony restoration work for the 1976 Jacob Stalnaker SR monument to be placed in the cemetery that was 

donated by Judge Leo Stalnaker. 

Past President, Cameron Stalnaker is remembered for the Chronology of Stalnakers in America book along with Cecil Stalnaker and 

Editor, Martin.  

Past President, Frankie Stalnaker Sponaugle is remember for her fiscal skills to keep the Association established and the newsletter.  

Past President, Ed Stalnaker is remembered for the saving the Cabin from being destroyed, Cabin Move, working the RCHS, website 

establishment and the working with WV Retired Teachers Association on the Cabin Restoration.  Ed established a relationship with 

Hacker’s Creek Pioneer Descendants, Inc to house our old family records.  Bill Stalnaker kept the originals for security reasons. 

Past President, Madison “Rex” Stalnaker is remembered for the Road Marker, the first attempt to secure 501(c) (3) status with up-

dated Bylaws, finishing the restoration, working with RCHS and for establishing the cemetery boundary lines with the help of Zane Stal-

naker.  He created the term “our living history” in America. 

Past President, Pam Stalnaker is remembered for the Saving of the Cabin from the RCHS and the MOU attempts with RCHS.  She got 

Barnwood Builders to come to feature the Cabin on the show. 

Past President William Paul (Bill) Stalnaker is remembered for keep our historical records in order, securing the 501(c) (3) status, up-

dating our By Laws, securing our ownership of the Cabin, getting the cabin log corner repaired, participating in the Barnwood Builders 

shotting of the cabin, making the cabin handicapped accessible, getting the headstones and monuments for the Old Stalnaker Ceme-

tery.  Bill attended 55 reunions (1965-2021). 

President, Barry Stalnaker started the Stalnaker Family Group Facebook page that has 1000 members as of 2021. 

There have been several other important relatives in the preservation of our history.  

Charles Chapman, Judge Leo Stalnaker, Cecil Stalnaker, Martin Yokum, Marty Coffman, Marty (Stalnaker) Litten, Hazel Hankey, Wilmetta 

Hinkle, Peggy Harper, Joy Stalnaker DeFazio, Nancy (Stalnaker) Bundy, Ken Stalnaker, Judge Cela Burge, John Burdis, Sandy (Stalnaker) 

Wilson, Dan Wilson, Phillis (Stalnaker) Newell, Zane Stalnaker, Linda Stalnaker, Delores (Stalnaker) Bragg, Darrell Allman, Elizabeth 

Parker, Gregory Parker, Matthew Wilson, Martha Burton, Brad Stalnaker, Lacey Stalnaker, Nancy Jackson, Cindy Reese, Richard Jackson, 

Barry Stalnaker, James Stalnaker, Kevin Lloyd, Steven Stalnaker, Paul Scott, Icy Stalnaker, Eddie Stalnaker, MaryAnne Stalnaker and Anna 

Ruth Stalnaker. 

 

President Barry Stalnaker and Ashleigh Payton are updating The Chronology of the Stalnakers in America ca 1982 book 

You can contact Ashleigh Payton (Historian) at 304-840-8994 with any questions and to submit your updates. You can mail updates to 
Ashleigh Payton, 18 Riverview Ct., Milton, WV  25541 

http://www.stalnakerfamilyassoc.org 

 



 

Available to purchase on website or call 

the library.  $ 6.00 plus tax and shipping. 



 



Note from the Librarian 

 

Thank you to those who have entered their information into the Surname Registry!   

Remember that to view the registry, you will need to be logged in as a member. It is not available to non-

members. 

1, To find the Registry on our Webpage you can 

             a. Type Surname Registry in the Search Box on the website home page 

             b.  Find it under Membership - Connect and Participate 

2. When you get there, you can search the entire registry by clicking on the magnifying glass in the top 

right corner. That will find and highlight that name everywhere it appears! 

 

 

 

 



A Few of our Best Selling Books 

These books are full of local historical information.  If your ancestors  lived  in the area, you are almost 

guaranteed  they may be mentioned in these books.   In the next couple of months I will be revamping 

our book store on our website.  You will be able to see pictures of the books and read overview of the 

books.  Purchase can be made from the website. 

COLLINS SETTLEMENT OF OLD (HC-7107) $9.00 

 from the original press manuscript as it appeared in The Weston independent 1921-1922. Written by David B. Cook of 

the Independent. Typed and indexed for HCPD by Linda B. Meyers in 2001. 53 pages. Indexed. Soft-bound. Explores the 

history of Collins Settlement and names many of the persons living there. It some cases, it tells where migrated when leav-

ing Lewis County. Contains a great deal of genealogy.  

OLIVER LETTERS: Early Recollections of the Town of Weston (HC-7037) $10.00 

 Compiled & Indexed by Linda Brake Meyers. A collection of letters published in Weston newspapers in 1982 from 

George P. Oliver describing the town of Weston, West Virginia, in 1844. He also describes the folks who lived there as well 

as some of the people out in the county. Worth its weight in gold for researchers of Lewis County.  

THEY STARTED IT ALL HC-7949) $9.50 

 by Joy Gilchrist with assistance from Robert B. Smith. A guide to Historic Hacker's Creek, 64 pages of history on 34 his-

toric sites. Easy reading. 64 pages.  

FORTS OF WEST VIRGINIA (HC-7035) $5.00 

 An overview of forts in what is now West Virginia and a brief study of the persons who built and/or lived in them. Includes 

names and dates. Abstracted from History of West Virginia Old and New by James Morton Callahan. Prepared by Perry 

Brake and indexed by Linda B. Meyers. Indexed. 15 pages. Staple bound soft cover.  

A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF OLD LEWIS COUNTY: THE CROSSROADS OF CENTRAL WEST VIR-

GINIA (HC-7091) $25.00  (nice hardback) ON SALE $15.00 

 "Hardy, tenacious, fiercely independent, Indians, Scotch-Irish, Germans, "Stonewall" Jackson, General Lightburn, 

Freddie Wyant. Trans-Allegheny Asylum for the Insane, the Ice Cream Cone, the Bailey House. Oil and gas, coal, hand 

blown glass. All describe old Lewis County, the heart of Central West Virginia, where from 1769 to the present its citizens 

have seen prosperity come and go, where today the community struggles to propel itself into the twenty-first century through 

tourism and recreation and the newly created Stonewall Jackson Lake." So begins the dust-jacket text of A Pictorial History 

of Old Lewis County: The Crossroads of Central West Virginia. This fully indexed, 224-page award-winning book contains 

more than 300 pictures and interesting descriptive prose of life in Lewis County. With very few exceptions, every person in 

every photograph is identified. Text from the photograph captions define the script of the book without being repetitive. Writ-

ten under the auspices of the Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants by the late Charles H. Gilchrist and his wife, Joy L. Gre-

goire Gilchrist (now DeFazio), the book is a "must read" for those with roots in Lewis County. Published by Donning Publish-

ing Company, a subsidiary of Walsworth Publishing Company.  

 LEWIS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA: HER PEOPLE AND PLACES (HC-7090) $30.00 (nice hard-

back) ON SALE $20.00 

 Alphonse de Lamartine said, "History is neither more nor less than biography on a large scale." And so it is with the 

newly release companion to the above book. Lewis County, West Virginia: Her People and Places contains more than 600 

true stories of Lewis County families, businesses, events, and places of yesterday and today written by people from Wash-

ington State to Florida and Maine to New Mexico, with a few from West Virginia thrown in for good measure. More than 500 

photographs define the text and add color to this book, the colorful dust jacket of which features the beloved McWhorter 



 

The BIG 4  

These books are timeless.  They have so much information and help you to understand the formation and 

history of our local area.  They tell interesting stories of the founding Fathers and  the culture of our ances-

tors. The set makes a valuable addition to your genealogy library.  You will refer back to them many times. 

You can purchase these books and other books by calling us 304-269-7091, emailing us 

hcpd@hackerscreek. org or going to the Sleeth Trading Post listed on our website 

www.hackerscreek.com. 

 

NOTES ON THE SETTLEMENT AND INDIAN WARS (HC-7524) $16.95 

 Joseph Doddridge describes the settlement and Indian wars of the western parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania from 1763 to 1783 inclu-

sive. ONE OF THE BIG FOUR! Annotated. Paperback. Indexed. 320 pages.  

 

HISTORY OF THE EARLY SETTLEMENT AND INDIAN WARS OF WEST VIRGINIA. (HC-7522)$16.95 

 Wills De Hass. An account of the various expeditions in the west, previous to 1795. The early history of that which relates to Western Vir-

ginia and its borders is of special interest to our historical heritage. ONE OF THE BIG FOUR. Paperback. 416 pages.  

BORDER SETTLERS OF NORTHWESTERN VIRGINIA HC-7525) $16.95 

 Written by Lucullus McWhorter. and later annotated by Thwaites. McWhorter explored the lives and times of several families who lived 

along the western frontier during the last half of the seventeenth century with special emphasis on the French & Indian War, the Revolution, 

and border warfare. This book is a definite "must have" for anyone interested in pioneer life in northwestern Virginia (now West Virginia), 

Ohio, and Kentucky and should take its place alongside Wither's CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE, Doddridge's NOTES ON THE 

SETTLEMENT AND INDIAN WARS, and DeHass' HISTORY OF THE EARLY SETTLMENT AND INDIAN WARS OF WEST VIRGINIA. ONE 

OF THE BIG FOUR. Indexed.  

CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE (HC-7526) $16.95 

 Written by Alexander Scott Withers (ISBN 0-87012-000-X. Revised edition of the famous history of the settlement of northwestern Virginia 

(West Virginia) and of the Indian wars in that section. Edited and annotated by Reuben Gold Thwaites. Original compilers of the information 

were William Hacker and William Powers. Withers was given the contract for the book after Hacker's and Power's deaths by a Mr. Israel, a 

Clarks- burg, (West) 

Vir- ginia, publisher. ONE OF 

THE BIG FOUR! Paper-

back. 468 pages. 

In- dexed.  



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our li-

brary.  

HCPD 

45 Abbott’s Run Road 

Horner, WV 

(304) 269-7091 

hcpd@hackerscreek.org 

Visit us on the web at 

www.hackerscreek.org 

FYI: The library will be closed for the holidays from 

 December 27th until Jan. 2, 2018.  I will still check email. 

Jeannine will check phone messages. 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Valentine Gift Raffle starting January 10th, 2022.  Will post 

items to be raffled. 

Used book sale starting January 3rd, 2022.  Will list book 

around this date. 

Hope you enjoy this newsletter.   I would appreciate member family 

stories or interesting research tidbits.  I have a special file where I 

collect and save any stories, articles, pictures, etc. to share in up-

coming newsletters.  You don’t have to be a professional writer to 

submit your stories. We love the family stories! Memories from your 

past and even Mother or Grandma’s recipes. 

HCPD 

45 Abbott’s Run Rd 

Horner, WV  26372 
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